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Planning Itinerary for 
 

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF CANBERRA 
 

EXPERIENCE NEW ZEALAND’S SOUTH ISLAND 
GARDENS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

PLUS THE ELLERSLIE INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW 
ALSO SOME GARDENS IN WELLINGTON AND WAIRARAPA IN TH E NORTH ISLAND  

11 / 22 MARCH 2011 
 
FRIDAY 11 MARCH 
SYDNEY / CANBERA / CHRISTCHURCH 
0615 Assemble at Canberra Airport and check in for your Qantas Flight for Sydney.  Please ensure your 

luggage is tagged through to Christchurch   
0715 Your Qantas flight QF 464 departs for Sydney.  
 
0805 Arrive at Sydney Domestic Airport and Transit to the Sydney International Airport (Terminal 1).  
 Check-in for your Qantas Flight  to Christchurch.   
 
0910  Your Qantas  flight QF 045 departs for Christchurch .  Enjoy a meal and in-flight entertainment 

during your 3.5hr flight.  
 

      
 
1405 Arrive in Christchurch, clear Customs and Immigration and proceed to the Arrivals Lounge. 
  



1530 You will be met by a Great Experiences New Zealand  representative and your Oceania Coach 
Captain who will look after you during your time in the South Island.  Travel to your central city hotel.  
Enroute you will do an orientation and brief sightseeing tour.  

 
 Christchurch Sightseeing:   
1600 See the old English style buildings that are so prominent in this beautiful ‘garden city’. It is autumn 

and the trees that shadow Memorial Avenue will show almost every 
imaginable autumn tone and Hagley Park, with its old English oaks 
dropping their leaves, will form a wonderful welcome for you.   

 
 The Avon River and boulevard style streets and gardens everywhere 

all contribute to the ambience of this outstanding city.  You will see 
Christ Church Cathedral, the Christchurch Art Centre, Christ’s 
College and the old aged trams which make the inner city an 
excitingly different place to be. 

 
 Christchurch Botanic Gardens:  
 The Christchurch Botanic Gardens  is itself a Garden of National Significance  and we will stop 

off here so you can stretch your legs as you walk through the gardens at leisure and also explore 
the glass houses before walking along the banks of the Avon River. Christchurch is a year-round 
showpiece. Work with your Coach Captain re your pick up point. 

 
1800 Check in to your hotel  
 
1900 Dinner:  Dine together tonight at your hotel.  
 
 Accommodation:  Holiday Inn on Avon 
    356 Oxford Tce 
    Christchurch 
    Phone: +64 3 379 1180 
     3 nights share twin / double 
     Dinner, bed and breakfast basis 
     2nd night dinner at the pub 
 
SATURDAY 12 MARCH 
CHRISTCHURCH 
0800 Breakfast  
 
 Today is at leisure.  You will have a pass for entry all day to the Ellerslie International Flower Show. 
 
1900 Dinner:   Tonight we have booked you a pub carvery dinner in the Oxford on Avon, an old style 

English Pub on the Avon River a short walk from your hotel. 
 
SUNDAY 13 MARCH 
CHRISTCHURCH 
0730 Breakfast 
 
0830 We will arrange for you to visit 3 gardens today. 
 
0900 Chateau on the Park Garden:   A short drive from Christchurch’s city Centre nestled between 

Hagley Park and the beautiful historic home and gardens of Mona Vale is Chateau on the Park a 
resort style hotel with 5 acres of manicured grounds, enjoy the perfume and visual splendour of their 
rose gardens.  

  
1130 Broadfields New Zealand Landscape Garden:   Selwyn Road Broadfields  
 This garden is built around exotic New Zealand varieties and natives.  The 4 hectares was designed 

by Robert Watson. See Camellia, rhododendron and grass gardens; 
beech forest, Kauri Forest, roses and wetlands forest. There is a 
Kowhai Walk, a fern and orchid house plus a cricket oval.  



  
1300 This afternoon go north through Kaiapoi to Harwarden.  
 
1500 Flaxmere garden:     128 Westenra’s Road  Harwarden  
 This Garden is the creation of Penny Zino and is a garden for all seasons. It has been sculptured 

from Simple beginnings in 1996.  A Spring fed creek has led to dreams fulfilled and in the past 20 
years it has had a lot of publicity and has been declared A Garden of National Signifficance.   

 
1630 Return to the city and your hotel.  
 
1930 Dinner:   Dine at your hotel this evening. 
 
MONDAY 14 MARCH 
CHRISTCHURCH /DUNEDIN 
0700 Breakfast 
 
0730 Travel south across the Canterbury Plains and pass agricultural farms, wineries and fat lamb and 

deer farms and cross the Rakaia River to Ashburton.  Continue to Timaru once a busy port and now 
the hub of a busy farming community.  We will detour to Caroline Bay and stop at the Trevor 
Griffiths Rose Garden. 

 
1000 The Trevor Griffith Rose Garden:    Caroline Bay  
 This is a small well designed garden in the centre of the city of Timaru. 
 
 Oamaru is next.  This is a ribbon settlement type of town with an interesting old warehousing area 

built of the Oamaru Stone.  This will be your lunch stop. 
 
1200 Lunch:  To save time we will arrange and include a boxed lu nch here.   
  
 Continue to Dunedin and travel straight out onto the Otago Peninsular and on to Larnach Castle. 
 

Larnach Castle - Garden of National Significance:  
1430 Larnach Castle is a beautifully restored Castle with its excellent grounds and gardens and is in fact a 

private home.  It is also a garden of National Significance.  There are no ropes, barriers protecting 
valuable articles and this is to retain the atmosphere of this magnificent place.  When the Barker 
family purchased the property in 1967 it was virtually empty and in sad repair.  Visit the gun room 
music room, dining area and main foyer and the ballroom and bedrooms and view while learning of 
the history of this unique bit of New Zealand.  Inspect the gardens and enjoy the stunning peninsular 
views.  We will include afternoon tea here.   

 

 
 
1715 Reboard your coach for Natures Wonders.  Dunedin is the Wildlife Capital of New Zealand and we will take you to meet the King of it all. We promise you a night with a
 

Natures Wonders:  
1730 Arrive at Natures Wonders.  Meet Perry Reid, Otago’s very own Mr Enthusiastic.  Catch some of this from a man who loves his cspectacular coastal views and have excellent photo 

opportunities to capture Yellow-Eyed Penguins, Fur Seals 
and Sea Lions in their natural habitat.  See natural breeding 



colonies and a huge variety of seabirds.  There are the giant Albatross, cormorant, molly hawk, giant 
black petrel, sooty sheer water, black backed gull, black oyster catcher, white fronted turn, 
Australasian gannet, South Island cormorant, kingfisher, harrier hawk, New Zealand Falcon, 
Paradise Duck, Mallard duck and welcome swallow are all here year round.  Here is the largest 
concentration of nesting, Yellow-eyed penguins in the world. 

 
 Enjoy the excitement of the Argo, an 8x8 wheel amphibious vehicle.  This thrill ride can take you to 

places that have never been accessible before, even though the ground is rough the ride is certainly 
not.  This is a fun experience that you will all enjoy.  For larger groups it may be necessary to share 
time in the Argos and or alternative transport to do the tour in the allotted time.  

 Dinner: Tonight Perry Reid will host you to a BBQ on his fa rm and your first drink.    
 
1930 Travel back to the city and your hotel. 
 
2030 Arrive at your hotel and check-in. 
 
 Accommodation: Kingsgate Hotel Dunedin 
     Upper Moray Place 
     Dunedin 
     Phone:  (03) 477-6784 
     1 night Twin share 
     Room only basis 
     Dinner:  Farm BBQ at Natures Wonders 
     Breakfast  at the butterfly house 
 
TUESDAY 15 MARCH 
DUNEDIN / GORE / TE ANAU   
0730 Board your coach for the Butterfly house.  
 
 Bubbly and Butterflies for Breakfast:  
0745 Breakfast:  Butterflies and bubbly for breakfast.  Here is a garden with a difference and a chance to 

enjoy the butterflies that abound.  They are imported weekly from the Philippines.  You will see and 
learn how an establishment like this is possible and how they run such an establishment. 

 
0845 Dunedin, The Edinburgh of the South has many Victorian Buildings which you will see as you move 

through this city often known as the Edinburgh of the south. 
 
0915 Arrive at The Dunedin Botanic Gardens.  Garden of National Si gnificance.  
 Visit the upper Garden only, for a taste of the Native, Geographic & Rhododendron Plant Collections 
 
1015 Board your coach and travel out to Glenfalloch Woodland Gardens , A Garden of National 

Significance. 
   
1145 Reboard your coach and travel back to town and south past Carisbrooke, “The House of Pain”.  

Travel south through the Taieri Valley and continue on through Milton following the coastal plain to 
Balcluther where you will turn inland.  You will see sheep and deer farming building up here with the 
stock carry being much heavier.  Continue to Gore. 

 
1300 Lunch: Stop at the ‘The Olde Poste Bakery Cafe for lunch. (Own cost)  
 
1330 Continue on to Bannerman Park .   
  
 Bannerman Park:  
 This is a Country District Council Park that is rated as a garden of Significance .  
 Bannerman Park was named in 1977 in honour of Mr R B Bannerman, whose foresight helped 

procure extra land for the park. Known as the Hidden Valley, the land dates from the 1870's. Since 
then herbaceous perennials have been extensively planted. Today, streams, bordered by sealed 
pathways, meander throughout the valley. The daffodils, meconopsis, camellias, cherry blossom 
and magnolias announce early spring. The rhododendron collection includes large beds of R. 



yunnanense, R. decorum and R. spinuliferum all grown from seed gathered in the wilds of the 
Yunnan Province in China. In November the streams and ponds are lush with gunneras, hostas, 
irises and candelabra primulas. Native ferns, astelias and Chatham Island forget-me-nots also edge 
the streams. Peonies, daylilies and ajuga groundcover add to the colour as summer progresses. 
The deciduous foliage provides brilliant autumn colour from the weeping maples to the oaks, twisty 
willows and silver birches shading the picnic tables. Then winter brings the hellebores into flower. 
Most of the plants in the park are named. Stout walking shoes recommended. 

 
1415 Travel south to Wyndham to view Maple Glen Gardens.   
  
1500 Maple Glen Gardens:  
 This 25 hectare property is a private Garden, nursery, aviary, woodland and wetland set in the 

Southland Countryside. It is home to Native birds, parrots and waterfowl. It is a well kept 
establishment.  

 
 Travel through the Southland Countryside, usually much heavily stocked with sheep and deer and 

continue through Lumsden to Te Anau.  Your coach Captain will show you Lake Manipuri, enroute. 
 
1800 Arrive at your Lake Te Anau Lakefront hotel.  We have requested garden view rooms.  You will 

finish earlier today and you are in a small country tourist town.  It’s time to relax a little 
 
 Accommodation:  The Distinction Hotel  
     and Villas 
     Lakefront Drive 
     Te Anau 
     1 night share twin 
     Garden View Rooms 
     Dinner, bed and breakfast basis 
 
WEDNESDY 16 MARCH 
TE ANAU 
0800 Breakfast  
 
 This morning you will have some free time to explore the town and surroundings with your Coach 

Captain.  Be at Fiordland Cinema at 1100. This film is too good to miss. As gardeners you will love 
the views within the thousands of years old rainforest.  This is a very different film. 

 
 Fly Ata Whenua - The Shadowlands:  
1100 You will stop at the Local Theatre in Te Anau.  You will be impressed here when you see the quality 

of this venue, built to service a town of 2000 people.  The film Rere Te Ata Whenua… ”Fly the 
Shadowlands”.  You will be impressed with what you see in the next 24 hours.  Now we will show 
you a cinematic journey through Fiordland.  Here you will see what is behind those mountain 
peaks,  above the waterfalls, off the coast, within and above the many other Sounds within this 
World Heritage area known as Fiordland.  Sit back, enjoy and be enthralled...Don’t miss it! 

   
 Lunch:  Time here for lunch. (Own cost)  We recommend the little café opposite the jetty, great 

coffee, pies, sandwiches and milk shakes and next door is a souvenir shop.  We believe it to have a 
great range and better priced than most others in New Zealand.  You should buy your souvenirs 
here rather than wait until Queenstown where it is much more expensive. 

 
 The Road to Milford:  
1315 It is difficult to describe in words the grandeur and beauty of today.  It is often referred to as the best 

in the world.  This enchanting land of mountains, forest, fiords and lakes, as it was in the beginning 
quiet, serene, haunting and mysterious.  This is an uninhabited world heritage park. 

 
 Cloud capped mountains, calm waters to untold depths, silent, serene and green.  This is beauty 

never to be exceeded.  Standing majestic is Mitre Peak, towering a mile high!  Coach on through the 
Eglinton Valley among mountains, lakes and valleys.  It's green!  Pass through the avenue of 



disappearing mountains, see the mirror lakes and pass the entrance to the Hollyford Valley. 
Continue through the Homer Tunnel to reach the Cleddau Valley leading to Milford Sound. 

 

 
  
 The Chasm:  
 You stop at the Chasm and see water pouring from a hole in the rock to show the water forces 

working as Natures sculptor.  You will need your camera here for you are in the New Zealand 
Rainforest.  Travel on to board your cruise boat at the Milford Jetty. 

 
1545 Check in for your overnight cruise on the Real Journeys Milford Mariner .  Your Coach Captain will 

be on board with your group. 
 
 Cabin Allocation: Please note:  If your group does not occupy ALL beds in a cabin, Real Journeys 

reserves the right to room another passenger with your group.  However, you can pay for the empty 
bed/s at the time of booking. 

  
1600 Milford Sound Overnight Cruise:  
 Board your Milford Sound Cruiser and travel out into the Milford Sound.  There before you is Mitre 

Peak, standing Majestic, one mile high almost vertical.  Cruise by the various coves in search of 
Wildlife, particularly seals sunning themselves.  Look for 
cheeky Dolphins performing as they guide your cruise 
vessel through the pristine environment and the stillness 
of this wilderness World Heritage region.  Cruise out to 
the Tasman Sea to a rocky seal colony before returning 
(under sail conditions permitting) while you do some 
waterfall spotting.  

 
 If the day is wet the display of falling, tumbling waterfalls 

abound.  The Sterling Falls and the Bowen falls when 
full are magnificent.  Today will really demonstrate the 
importance of man and the environment working together to preserve what can never be replaced.  

 Return to Harrison Cove under sail and anchor for the night.  There is time here to use the Kayaks 
and ride to the shore on the Ships tender.  Tonight enjoy good food and socialising with other 
passengers in the cosy Saloon.  Enjoy tonight it is quite special. 

 
 Accommodation:  MV Milford Mariner. 
      1 night Share twin / double Cabins 
      Dinner, bed and breakfast basis 
 
THURSDAY 17 MARCH 
MILFORD SOUNDS / TE ANAU / QUEENSTOWN 
0700 Up anchor and your sailing again out towards the Tasman Sea. 
 
0730 Breakfast:   Breakfast is served in the Saloon. 
 



1000 Return to the Milford Jetty and disembark. 
 Reboard your coach and travel back to Te Anau and stop for lunch. 
 
1230 Lunch:  Own Cost. 
 
1330 Continue on to Lumsden and north to Lake Wakatipu and follow around to Frankton and on towards 

Lake Hayes.  
 
1500 Here the poplar trees will be golden and you will stop at Blair Garden 338 Lake Hayes Road 

Queenstown  Garden of National Significance.    
 
1600 Travel the short distance to Arrowtown.  The trees in Buckingham Street will show the season as 

they grace the little old mining village Circa 1870’s.  Continue on into Queenstown.  You will do an 
orientation on arrival and have time to check out this little tourist town. 

 
1700 Check in to your hotel. 
 
 The Skyline Rides, Skyline Restaurant:   A Qualmark endorsed visitor attraction  
1800 Board your coach and travel to the Skyline Gondola and up to Bobs Peak.  Great viewing is 

provided from the lookout. 
 
 Dine together at this exciting restaurant with its wide 

range of food.  It is arguably the best smorgasbord in New 
Zealand.  There’s another taste test.   

 
 Enjoy the Italian, European, Asian, Kiwi, Maori and 

seafood’s among the range of fine and different foods 
offered. 

 
Optional : Kiwi Haka too…  See the Kiwi Haka party while here.  They will do a Maori Concert for you.  

Learn of their dance, song, poi, and haka as they take you through their heritage and culture. 
 
2000 Return to your coach and your hotel.  (The time will be arranged to suit your return but you should 

tell your coach Captain if you wish to walk the village enroute to the hotel.  He will set you down and 
you can catch a taxi home. (Own Cost) 

 
 Accommodation: Copthorne Resort Lakefront,  
     Queenstown 
     Cnr Adelaide Street and Franklin Road 
     Queenstown 
     Phone: 03 442 8123 
     I night share twin / Double  
     Bed and breakfast basis 
     Dinner tonight is at the Skyline... 
 
FRIDAY 18  MARCH 
QUEENSTOWN / MT COOK 
0800 Breakfast. 
 This morning is at leisure to shop and do what you wish in this winter resort ski town. We will ask for 

an 1100 check-out. 
 
1100 Board your coach and travel out to Gibbston Valley.  
  
 Gibbston Valley Winery:  
1130 The Gibbston Valley wine cave offers enthusiasts a chance to better appreciate the boutique wines 

produced by this award-winning winery and an opportunity to commemorate the revolutionary spirit 
of Central Otago's expert winemakers. 

 



 Blasted out of the solid schist rock of the Central Otago Mountains, the Gibbston Valley Wine Cave 
provides the perfect natural environment to mature their award-winning wines.  Experience the 
feeling of travelling underground 76 meters into th e Central Otago hillside within New 
Zealand's largest and most innovative wine cave.  

 

      
 Guided tours through the Gibbston Valley vineyard and wine cave give you the unique opportunity to 

learn about the history of this special region, and to taste a selection of the finest New Zealand 
wines in the unique ambiance that the Wine Cave provides. 

 
 Lunch:  Now you are here we will arrange and include for you to have a harvest platter lunch and 

some wine tasting while here.  You are able to purchase from here and also buy cheese from the 
small cheese factory next door. 

 
1300 Reboard your coach.  Continue through the Kawerau Gorge.  See the craggy Rock formations, the 

Chinese humpies in the old 1800's gold mine as you travel by to Cromwell and through the 
McKenzie Country and Lindis Pass to Oamarama.  Continue north through Twizel, Simons Pass and 
on to Lake Pukaki.  Turn left and follow the Tasman River in beneath the Ben Ohau range and on 
towards Mt Cook (3764m).  Notice the alpine blue river and the scree in the mountains cascading 
down to the river. 

 
1600 Arrive and check-in at The Hermitage .  This Hotel is an icon and is immediately beneath Mt Cook 

New Zealand’s highest Mountain. (3764m) There are incredible facilities here in the Sir Edmund 
Hillary Alpine Centre. 

 
 The Sir Edmund Hillary Centre:  (Qualmark Endorsed Visitor Activity)  
 This place was set up to commemorate Sir Edmund Hillary and his long standing connection with 

Aoraki Mt Cook National Park. 
 
 Here you will have an unlimited entry explorer pass . 
 View  Mt Cook Magic:  See the 3D movie.  Accompany a climbing party, fly with a Kea over the 

mountain and ski the Tasman Glacier.  Feel the exhilaration of being part of nature shaping this 
dynamic environment. 

 

      
 
 View the Planetarium.  See the night sky like never before.  Leave earth and fly to the galaxy, far 

beyond the reaches of our known universe.  This is New Zealand’s   first full dome that plays high 
definition video images on a suspended 9m wideX4.5m high diameter dome.  View Mt Cook Space 
Traveller, ( 18 minutes). 

 
 Infinity Express ( 22 minutes) :   Explore the night sky from the early astronomers to today’s 

inventions. You will be amazed by the dramatic scientific breakthroughs in humanities quest to 
understand our universe.  



 
 Black Holes: (22 minutes) Imagine a place where the unimaginable becomes reality.  Welcome to 

the world of Black Holes.  Travel through space and see nature’s most bizarre creations. 
 
 The Museum:  The museum showcases the history of Mt Cook region, the pioneers, transport and 

of Sir Edmund Hillary himself.  There is a record of his life’s work including Mt Cook, Mt Everest and 
his Trans Antarctic expedition. 

 
1900 Dinner:  Dine together in the hotel’s Alpine Restaurant.  Enjoy the 

comfort of the main lounge with its leather lounges and log fire. 
 
 Accommodation: The Hermitage 
     Aoraki Mount Cook Alpine Village 
     1 night, twin/double share 
     Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis 
 
SATURDAY 19 MARCH  
MT COOK. 
0700 Breakfast. 
 

Explore the Tasman Glacier from the Tasman Lake:  
Note: This is worth seeing it is a glacier garden f eaturing icebergs!  Well it is different and gentle  

walking in from the car park.  This is booked as an  inclusion and if you do not wish to do this 
we will deduct the cost from your final account.  I t is important we book the Rubber Duckies 
to secure them and keep the timetable. 

 
0800 Board your coach with your bags,  drive to the car park and meet The Glacier Explorer Group .  

You will drive 15 minutes into the Mountains and will do a 20 minute walk in to the Tasman Lake 
region.  (Wear sturdy footwear, warm clothing, sun hat and glasses).  This tour will be 3 hours.  

 

 
 
 Board your special alpine rubber ducky  and travel to the ice and experience the touching and 

tasting of 500 year old ice on the Tasman Glacier.  See and touch icebergs, view Mt Cook, Mt 
Tasman and the Southern Alps from your boat.  This offers a unique eco friendly experience of 
dynamic nature and a glacier, melting before your eyes.  This is a great photo opportunity. 

 
Option:  If you DO NOT wish to do this you will stay behind at the hotel and can continue viewing in the 

Hillary Centre.  Your Coach Captain will manage your day today. Also you can do some close to the 
hotel walking and take a look at the Department of Conservation Hutt.  Alternatively you might like 
to take a Helicopter ride into the mountains. 

 
 Alpine Vista Helicopter Tour or similar:    
Option:  Here you will board the Helicopter Lines Helicopters for your Alpine Vista Flight.  Experience the 

thrill of Helicopter flight.  Sweep through the rugged High Country landscape of the Ben Ohau 
Range to do a snow landing high up in the Mountains.  Throw Snowballs and record the experience 
with your camera.  Enjoy the fantastic vista from this alpine setting as you look out onto Mountains 
and glaciers, and down the valleys that were carved out by the glaciers centuries ago.  This is 
approximately a 20 minute flight. 



 
Option:   You will be able to look through the Department of Conservation Mt Cook National Park 

Headquarters where you will see a Video  of the region and a caste model of the various mountains 
in the region.  There are many walks from 20 minutes to 3 and 4 days.  These are accessible from 
your coach and well sign posted.   

 
1200 Reboard your coach and travel out to Highway 8 and travel across a river plain and head through 

the McKenzie country, a high plain of barren, almost desert like terrain, covered with tussock.  
Steeped in history, this valley with its moraines from the ice age will be of interest, particularly to 
geography and geology buffs among you.  Continue on to Lake Tekapo.  View the Church of the 
good shepherd and the Collie Dog Statue that honours the dogs that work the high country.  

 
1315 Buy lunch here (Own Cost). 
 
1330 Travel on through Burkes Pass and on to Geraldine and Ashburton. 
 
1500 You will stop here at Trotts Garden,  371 Racecourse Road Ashburton A  garden of National 

Significance.  It would be a pity to not stop off for a short while at the Ashburton Domain , a huge 
park, a picture in spring and a host of autumn tones in March.  Cross the Canterbury Plains for 
Christchurch.  

 

 
 
1800 Arrive and check in to your hotel. 
 
1900 Dinner :    Dine together at your hotel  
 
Accommodation:   Holiday Inn on Avon 
    356 Oxford Tce 
    Christchurch 
    Phone: +64 3 379 1180 
     1 nights share twin / double 
     Dinner, bed and breakfast basis 
      
 
 
SUNDAY 20 MARCH 
CHRISTCHURCH / BLENHEIM / WELLINGTON 
0700 Breakfast 
 
0800 Board your coach and travel north through the Waipara wine region and on through Cheviot and 

Hawkswood to Kaikoura.  Break here for morning tea (own cost). Almost every cafe here is a fish 
cafe for Kaikoura is a fishing town and the place in New Zealand where whale watching reigns 
supreme.  You will stop here in the main street and visit a seal colony before continuing to 
Kekerengu  

 
1200 Visit Winterhome, a Garden of National Significance  



 
 You will stop in town for lunch (Own Cost) 
 
1430  Visit Hortensia Gardens in Blenheim before continui ng to Picton. 
 The Garden 
 Hortensia house is a romantic flower garden. Huguette did not work to plan or set out to create a 

particular style, it simply evolved with time, like a cottage garden. 
Masses of colour co-ordinated flowers in hazy pastels, to blue and 
yellow plantings to match the trim on the Victorian style house. Blue 
is carried through the garden as a key colour in the bridge and 
outdoor furniture. 

  
Huguette also extended plantings of her cherished blue hydrangeas 
to line the entire driveway and create a stunning sight in summer. 

 Spring Creek, the stream which bisects the garden in a gem of 
pristine and peaceful water.  
A "Monet" inspired bridge crosses the stream in front of the house.  
 
"Hortensia" is French for Hydrangeas, and one of Huguette's favourite flowers. Collection of about 
150 different’s varieties can be seen in the shady areas. 
 

1630 Continue to the small fishing town of Picton.  It is here you will board the interisland ferry. 
 
1700 Arrive at Picton and check-in for the Interislander Ferry. 
 
1805 Cruise out at dusk through the queen Charlotte Sound and the Tory Chanel and into Cook Strait.  

You will buy your own dinner on board tonight as you cruise for 3 
hours and into Wellington.  Depending on which vessel is 
scheduled for your cruise you can pay an extra charge and be 
upgraded to Club or Kaitaki Class. 

 
2145 You will arrive in Wellington.  Enjoy the city lights view as you 

enter the harbour. 
 Disembark and go straight to your hotel. 
 
 Accommodation:  Copthorne Hotel Oriental Bay  
      73 Roxburgh Street 
      Wellington 
      Phone: +64 4 385 0279 
      1 night Twin share 
      Bed & Breakfast basis  
 
MONDAY 21 MARCH  
WELLINGTON   
0800 Breakfast: Breakfast is served on the 6th floor and there are beautiful city views from the 

Restaurant. Walkers may like to walk around Oriental Bay before breakfast. 
 
 Wellington Sightseeing:  
0900 Board your coach and travel to Mt Victoria for an overview of the 

city and a look back towards the South Island and the Kaikoura 
Rangers.  Continue through the city and to Parliament House 
and to Kelburn and the Kelburn Cable Car.  There will be time to 
ride this (Own Cost). 

 
 Included this morning will be a walk through the Government House Gardens.  (TBA) 
 
1130 Cross the Rimitaka Ranges to the Wairarapa Valley.  This is a very prosperous farming region and 

is the home of Martinborough a significant wine region and the home of ‘Richmond Gardens’, A 
Garden of National Significance and ‘Awaiti Gardens ’, A Garden of Regional Significance.  



 
1300 Arrive in the Martinborough district. This is a Boutique wine district and we would like to take you to 

Tirohana Estate for a lunch stop. This is harvest time. 
 
 Tirohana Estate:  
 Lunch:  You are here for a brief cellar door experience and a very nice lunch.  Meet your hosts here 

and enjoy the short time with this very happy and caring family.  They have excellent wines and are 
providers of fine foods.  Enjoy your lunch and the wine tasting here. 

 
1430 Continue to Carterton and to Richmond Gardens. 
 
 Richmond Gardens:   
1500 Richmond Gardens, an outstanding garden in a tranquil setting and unique in New Zealand as it 

captures many moods throughout 12 months of the year.  There is boxwood topiaries here that are 
all 18 years old and get better every year, eventually forming an extremely dense growth habit.  
Each garden room is unique and we believe well worth the trip. 

 

 
 

 Awaiti Gardens:  
1600 Continue to Awaiti Gardens just 3 minutes away. 

Awaiti, meaning 'little stream' in Maori, was named in the early 1980s after the meandering brook on 
the homestead property.  

Once bare paddocks are now home to 6 acres of tranquil paradise, thanks to the hardwork and 
devotion of Jeanette and Allan Gates. 

River stones were used to line the waterways and erect the stately hand crafted stone walls; mass 
planting of trees and shrubs for all seasons has completed the perfect secret garden. 

1700 Continue to your Masterton Hotel. 
 
1715 Arrive and check-in at your spacious resort style hotel. 
 
1900 Dinner:  Tonight we will start with some pre dinner wine tasting so you can try the local vintage.  

Continue to dinner in the Grill Restaurant and after dinner continue to the lounge for a Schoc 
Chocolate indulgence.  This chocolate manufacturer has 65 different chocolate flavours.  Enjoy 
tonight, your last night on tour together. 

 
 
 
 
 Accommodation: Copthorne Resort Solway Park 
     High Street South 
     Solway 
     Masterton 
     PH +64 6 370 0500 
     Bed and Breakfast 
     Specialty farewell dinner this evening 



 
TUESDAY 22 MARCH 
MASTERTON / WELLINGTON/SYDNEY/CANBERRA 
0730 Breakfast. 
 
0830 Board your coach for the Rimataka Ranges and cross back to Upper Hutt 

and the Akatarawa District. 
 
1000 Arrive and stop at Efil Doog Margen Gardens . (Efil Doog is Good Life spelt 

backwards).  This is A Garden of Regional Significance. 
 
 
1200 You will be back in your coach and travelling to Wellington. 
 
 Should you have some spare time your coach driver will take you to the Petone foreshore or to 

Oriental bay to buy a casual Lunch enroute to Wellington International Airport? (Lunch own cost) 
 
1330 Assemble at Wellington International Airport at the Qantas Check-In counter.  
 
1525 Your Qantas flight QF 48 departs for Sydney.   A meal will be served in-flight. 
 
1705 Arrive at Sydney International Airport.  Clear Customs and Immigration and proceed to the Arrivals 

Lounge.  Transit to the Qantas Domestic terminal.  There is a transit facility at the Eastern End of 
the International terminal. 

   
1840 Your Qantas Flight QF1491 departs for Canberra. 
 
1930 Your flight arrives at Canberra Airport. 
 
 Make your own way home. (Own Arrangements) 
 
Tour Ends. 
INCLUDED IN YOUR TOUR COST:  

The events, locations and pricing in this proposal are subject to change until tour deposit is paid 
and services are booked and confirmed.  It is essen tial that some key attractions and flights are 
booked at the earliest possible moment. 

Passengers wishing to deviate from the main itinera ry will be subject to service fees based on the 
amount of work undertaken and any fare, taxes or an y group/individual rate differences as 
applicable.  

1. All sightseeing and transfers in deluxe quality coaches. 
2. Accommodation and meals as per itinerary. 
3. 1 day entry to Ellerslie International Flower Show 
4. Entry to Broadfields New Zealand Landscape Garden 
5. Entry to Flaxmere Garden 
6. Entry to The Trevor Griffith Rose Garden 
7. Entry & Guided Tour of Larnach Castle & Gardens 
8. Entry to Natures Wonders 
9. Entry to Otago Museum & Breakfast with the Butterflies 
10. Entry to Glenfalloch Woodland Gardens 
11. Entry to Bannerman Park 
12. Maple Glen Gardens 
13. Fiordland Cinema ‘Ata Whenua’ The Shadowlands Film 
14. Entry to overnight cruise on Milford Sound 



15. Entry to Blair Garden 
16. Skyline Gondola Ride and Buffet Dinner 
17. Visit Gibbston Valley for wine tasting tour & lunch 
18. Visit Sir Edmund Hillary Alpine Centre 
19. Glacier Explorer tour 
20. Entry to Trotts Garden  
21. Entry to Winterhome Garden 
22. Entry to Barewood Gardens 
23. Entry to Hortensia Gardens 
24. Interisland Ferry ticket 
25. Visit Tirohana Estate for wine tasting and Lunch 
26. Entry to Richmond Gardens 
27. Entry to Awaiti Gardens 
28. Entry to Efil Doog Margen Gardens 
29. Management throughout by GROUP EVENTS and their New Zealand representatives. 
30. Goods and services tax (15%) in New Zealand due against your tour cost and inclusions. 
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NOT INCLUDED IN YOUR TOUR COST:  

1. Airfares and airport taxes have not been included in the tour quote provided. 
 

2. Personal items (passport, visa, excess baggage, phone calls, laundry etc). 
 
3. Meals not included in itinerary or meal plan. 

 

4. Travel Insurance – TI27 or AT27 Brochure  
� All members of the group should consider travel insurance.  Group Events sell Travel Insurance 

from QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited. 

 The premium on Region 7  covering travel to New Zealand is $86 per person for a time away of up 
to 14 days. This policy has a $200 excess . A nil excess policy premium is also available. For 
passengers aged 60 and over a loading applies – prices on application. 

 To receive a 10% group discount  on the above we must receive one payment pertaining to all 
completed applications. This payment must be to Group Events Pty Ltd  in one cheque or paid by 
direct bank deposit. Any other individual policies will attract the full premium. s of the group should 
consider travel insurance.  We can provide TOURSAFE Travel Insurance from QBE. 

  

Existing Medical Conditions  - Please read page 7 and 8 of the brochure to see if you need to 
complete a medical appraisal form – your group organiser will be able to supply medical appraisal 
forms on request from GROUP EVENTS. 

As we do not provide advice based on consideration of your personal needs, objectives or financial 
situation, you should carefully consider any information we give you in respect of QBE Travel 
Insurance, before deciding whether to purchase it. 



I have sent  you copies of the Product Disclosure Statement and Policy Wording. This brochure also 
contains the International Travel Insurance Application Form. The Application Form must be fully 
completed and signed by the adult tour member or the parent/guardian of any participating minors 
and returned to our office along with the premium for cover to commence. 

5. Departure Tax, NZD$25.00 when leaving New Zealand except from Auckland where a similar tax is 
included in your ticket as of 1 July 2008. 
 

6. Items marked as Option, Optional, Own cost etc.  
�


