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Planning Itinerary for 

 

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF CANBERRA 

 

EXPERIENCE NEW ZEALANDôS SOUTH ISLAND 

GARDENS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

PLUS THE ELLERSLIE INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW 

ALSO SOME GARDENS IN WELLINGTON AND WAIRARAPA IN THE NORTH ISLAND  

9 / 20 MARCH 2011 

 

WEDNESDAY 9 MARCH 
SYDNEY / CANBERA / CHRISTCHURCH 
0515 Assemble at Canberra Airport and check in for your Flight for Sydney.  We will request that your 

bags be transferred in Sydney direct to your Air New Zealand flight. 
 
0615 Your flight departs for Sydney.  
 
(We are unable to book flights till 11 months out so will confirm as soon as we have confirmed an early flight have put in an estimate on all flights) 

 
0705 Arrive at Sydney Domestic Airport and Transit to the Sydney International Airport (Terminal 1).  
 Check-in for your Air New Zealand flight NZ182 to Christchurch.   
 
0950 Your Air New Zealand flight NZ182 departs for Christchurch.  Enjoy a meal and in-flight 

entertainment during your 3.5hr flight. Air New Zealandôs Entertainment System operates from the 
moment you sit in your seat and until you leave the aircraft at your destination. 

 

      
 



1455 Arrive in Christchurch, clear Customs and Immigration and proceed to the Arrivals Lounge.  
1530 You will be met by a Great Experiences New Zealand representative and your Oceania Coach 

Captain who will look after you during your time in the South Island.  Travel to your central city hotel.  
Enroute you will do an orientation and brief sightseeing tour.  

 
 Christchurch Sightseeing:  
1600 See the old English style buildings that are so prominent in this beautiful ógarden cityô. It is autumn 

and the trees that shadow Memorial Avenue will show almost every 
imaginable autumn tone and Hagley Park, with its old English oaks 
dropping their leaves, will form a wonderful welcome for you.   

 
 The Avon River and boulevard style streets and gardens everywhere 

all contribute to the ambience of this outstanding city.  You will see 
Christ Church Cathedral, the Christchurch Art Centre, Christôs 
College and the old aged trams which make the inner city an 
excitingly different place to be. 

 
 Christchurch Botanic Gardens: 
 The Christchurch Botanic Gardens is itself a Garden of National Significance and we will stop 

off here so you can stretch your legs as you walk through the gardens at leisure and also explore 
the glass houses before walking along the banks of the Avon River. Christchurch is a year-round 
showpiece. Work with your Coach Captain re your pick up point. 

 
1800 Check in to your central city hotel opposite Victoria Square Park with its Gardens, fountains and the 

tranquil Avon River setting the scene for an enjoyable time in this beautiful garden city.    
 
1900 Dinner: Dine together tonight at your hotel.  
 
 Accommodation: Copthorne Hotel Central 
    776 Colombo Street 
    Christchurch 
     Phone: 03 379 5880 
     3 nights share twin / double 
     Dinner, bed and breakfast basis 
     2nd night dinner at the pub next door 
 
THURSDAY 10 MARCH 
CHRISTCHURCH 
0800 Breakfast 
 
 Today is at leisure.  You will have a pass for entry all day to the Ellerslie International Flower Show. 
 
1900 Dinner:  Tonight we have booked you a pub carvery dinner in the Oxford on Avon, an old style 

English Pub on the Avon River and next door to your hotel. 
 
FRIDAY 11 MARCH 
CHRISTCHURCH 
0800 Breakfast 
 
0900 We will arrange for you to visit 3 gardens today. 
 
 11 Hanna Street... Englefield 
 
 Gatsby Garden... St Albans: 
 This is a townhouse garden on two levels and lakes on both. It is a New Zealand Native Garden. 

Here you will view the Cornwall garden as well.  It has been featured on overseas TV programs. 
 
 
 



 
 Broadfields New Zealand Landscape Garden: 
 This garden is built around exotic New Zealand varieties and natives.  The 4hectarees was designed 

by Robert Watson. See Camellia, rhododendron and grass gardens; 
beech forest, Kauri Forest, roses and wetlands forest. There is a 
Kowhai Walk, a fern and orchid house plus a cricket oval.  

  
 This afternoon go north through Kaiapoi to Harwarden.  
 
 Flaxmere garden: 
 This Garden is the creation of Penny Zino and is a garden for all seasons. It has been sculptured 

from Simple beginnings in 1996.  A Spring fed creek has led to dreams fulfilled and in the past 20 
years it has had a lot of publicity and has been declared A Garden of National Signifficance.   

 
 Return to the city and your hotel. There will be some leisure time in the city centre. 
 
1900 Dinner:  Dine at your hotel this evening. 
 
SATURDAY 12 MARCH 
CHRISTCHURCH 
0700 Breakfast 
 
0730 Travel south across the Canterbury Plains and pass agricultural farms, wineries and fat lamb and 

deer farms and cross the Rakaia River to Ashburton.  Continue to Timaru once a busy port and now 
the hub of a busy farming community.  We will detour to Caroline Bay and stop at the Trevor 
Griffiths Rose Garden. 

 
 The Trevor Griffith Rose Garden: 
 This is a small well designed garden in the centre of the city of Timaru. 
 
 Oamaru is next.  This is a ribbon settlement type of town with an interesting old warehousing area 

built of the Oamaru Stone.  This will be your lunch stop. 
 
 Lunch: To save time we will arrange and include a boxed lunch here.   
  
 Continue to Dunedin and travel straight out onto the Otago Peninsular and on to Larnach Castle. 
 

Larnach Castle - Garden of National Significance: 
1500 Larnach Castle is a beautifully restored Castle with its excellent grounds and gardens and is in fact a 

private home.  It is also a garden of National Significance.  There are no ropes, barriers protecting 
valuable articles and this is to retain the atmosphere of this magnificent place.  When the Barker 
family purchased the property in 1967 it was virtually empty and in sad repair.  Visit the gun room 
music room, dining area and main foyer and the ballroom and bedrooms and view while learning of 
the history of this unique bit of New Zealand.  Inspect the gardens and enjoy the stunning peninsular 
views.  We will include afternoon tea here.  

 

 
 



1715 Reboard your coach for Natures Wonders.  Dunedin is the Wildlife Capital of New Zealand and we 
will take you to meet the King of it all. We promise you a night with a difference. 

 
Natures Wonders: (A Qualmark endorsed visitor attraction) 

1730 Arrive at Natures Wonders.  Meet Perry Reid, Otagoôs very own Mr Enthusiastic.  Catch some of this 
from a man who loves his country, farms it and loves his unique farm and natures natural wonders 

that abound on his coastline.  Let him entertain you.  You will 
be taken by 8x8 Wheel Argo.  Here you will see spectacular 
coastal views and have excellent photo opportunities to 
capture Yellow-Eyed Penguins, Fur Seals and Sea Lions in 
their natural habitat.  See natural breeding colonies and a 
huge variety of seabirds.  There are the giant Albatross, 
cormorant, molly hawk, giant black petrel, sooty sheer water, 
black backed gull, black oyster catcher, white fronted turn, 
Australasian gannet, South Island cormorant, kingfisher, 
harrier hawk, New Zealand Falcon, Paradise Duck, Mallard 
duck and welcome swallow are all here year round.  Here is 

the largest concentration of nesting, Yellow-eyed penguins in the world. 
 
 Enjoy the excitement of the Argo, an 8x8 wheel amphibious vehicle.  This thrill ride can take you to 

places that have never been accessible before, even though the ground is rough the ride is certainly 
not.  This is a fun experience that you will all enjoy.  For larger groups it may be necessary to share 
time in the Argos and or alternative transport to do the tour in the allotted time.  

 Dinner: Tonight Perry Reid will host you to a BBQ on his farm and your first drink.   
 
1930 Travel back to the city and your hotel. 
 
2030 Arrive at your hotel and check-in. 
 
 Accommodation: Kingsgate Hotel Dunedin 
     Upper Moray Place 
     Dunedin 
     Phone:  (03) 477-6784 
     1 night Twin share 
     Room only basis 
     Dinner: Farm BBQ at Natures Wonders 
     Breakfast at the butterfly house 
 
SUNDAY 13 MARCH 
DUNEDIN / GORE / TE ANAU   
0730 Board your coach for the Butterfly house.  
 
 Bubbly and Butterflies for Breakfast: 
0745 Breakfast:  Butterflies and bubbly for breakfast.  Here is a garden with a difference and a chance to 

enjoy the butterflies that abound.  They are imported weekly from the Philippines.  You will see and 
learn how an establishment like this is possible and how they run such an establishment. 

 
0845 Dunedin, The Edinburgh of the South has many Victorian Buildings which you will see as you move 

through this city often known as the Edinburgh of the south. 
 
0915 Arrive at The Dunedin Botanic Gardens.  Garden of National Significance.  
 Please choose one area from the following:  Lower Garden and Rock Garden, Native Plant 

Collection only, upper Garden only, Native Plant Collection and lower Garden Highlights. 
 
1015 Board your coach and travel out to Glenfalloch Woodland Gardens, A Garden of National 

Significance. 
   
1145 Reboard your coach and travel back to town and south past Carisbrooke, ñThe House of Painò.  

Travel south through the Taieri Valley and continue on through Milton following the coastal plain to 



Balcluther where you will turn inland.  You will see sheep and deer farming building up here with the 
stock carry being much heavier.  Continue to Gore. 

 
1300 Lunch: Stop at the óThe Olde Poste Bakery Cafe for lunch. (Own cost)  
 
 Continue on to Bannerman Park.   
  
 Bannerman Park: 
 This is a Country District Council Park that is rated as a garden of Significance.  
 Bannerman Park was named in 1977 in honour of Mr R B Bannerman, whose foresight helped 

procure extra land for the park. Known as the Hidden Valley, the land dates from the 1870's. Since 
then herbaceous perennials have been extensively planted. Today, streams, bordered by sealed 
pathways, meander throughout the valley. The daffodils, meconopsis, camellias, cherry blossom 
and magnolias announce early spring. The rhododendron collection includes large beds of R. 
yunnanense, R. decorum and R. spinuliferum all grown from seed gathered in the wilds of the 
Yunnan Province in China. In November the streams and ponds are lush with gunneras, hostas, 
irises and candelabra primulas. Native ferns, astelias and Chatham Island forget-me-nots also edge 
the streams. Peonies, daylilies and ajuga groundcover add to the colour as summer progresses. 
The deciduous foliage provides brilliant autumn colour from the weeping maples to the oaks, twisty 
willows and silver birches shading the picnic tables. Then winter brings the hellebores into flower. 
Most of the plants in the park are named. Stout walking shoes recommended. 

 
 Travel south to Wyndham to view Maple Glen Gardens.   
  
 Maple Glen Gardens: 
 This 25 hectare property is a private Garden, nursery, aviary, woodland and wetland set in the 

Southland Countryside. It is home to Native birds, parrots and waterfowl. It is a well kept 
establishment.  

 
 Travel through the Southland Countryside, usually much heavily stocked with sheep and deer and 

continue through Lumsden to Te Anau.  Your coach Captain will show you Lake Manipuri, enroute. 
 
1730 Arrive at your Lake Te Anau Lakefront hotel.  We have requested garden view rooms.  You will 

finish earlier today and you are in a small country tourist town.  Itôs time to relax a little 
 
 Accommodation:  The Distinction Hotel  
     and Villas 
     Lakefront Drive 
     Te Anau 
     1 night share twin 
     Garden View Rooms 
     Dinner, bed and breakfast basis 
 
MONDAY 14 MARCH 
TE ANAU 
0800 Breakfast 
 
 This morning you will have some free time to explore the town and surroundings with your Coach 

Captain.  Be at Fiordland Cinema at 1100. This film is too good to miss. As gardeners you will love 
the views within the thousands of years old rainforest.  This is a very different film. 

 
 Fly Ata Whenua - The Shadowlands:  
1100 You will stop at the Local Theatre in Te Anau.  You will be impressed here when you see the quality 

of this venue, built to service a town of 2000 people.  The film Rere Te Ata Whenuaé òFly the 
Shadowlandsò.  You will be impressed with what you see in the next 24 hours.  Now we will show 
you a cinematic journey through Fiordland.  Here you will see what is behind those mountain 
peaks, above the waterfalls, off the coast, within and above the many other Sounds within this 
World Heritage area known as Fiordland.  Sit back, enjoy and be enthralled...Donôt miss it! 

   



 Lunch: Time here for lunch. (Own cost)  We recommend the little café opposite the jetty, great 
coffee, pies, sandwiches and milk shakes and next door is a souvenir shop.  We believe it to have a 
great range and better priced than most others in New Zealand.  You should buy your souvenirs 
here rather than wait until Queenstown where it is much more expensive. 

 
 The Road to Milford: 
1315 It is difficult to describe in words the grandeur and beauty of today.  It is often referred to as the best 

in the world.  This enchanting land of mountains, forest, fiords and lakes, as it was in the beginning 
quiet, serene, haunting and mysterious.  This is an uninhabited world heritage park. 

 
 Cloud capped mountains, calm waters to untold depths, silent, serene and green.  This is beauty 

never to be exceeded.  Standing majestic is Mitre Peak, towering a mile high!  Coach on through the 
Eglinton Valley among mountains, lakes and valleys.  It's green!  Pass through the avenue of 
disappearing mountains, see the mirror lakes and pass the entrance to the Hollyford Valley. 
Continue through the Homer Tunnel to reach the Cleddau Valley leading to Milford Sound. 

 

 
  
 The Chasm: 
 You stop at the Chasm and see water pouring from a hole in the rock to show the water forces 

working as Natures sculptor.  You will need your camera here for you are in the New Zealand 
Rainforest.  Travel on to board your cruise boat at the Milford Jetty. 

 
1545 Check in for your overnight cruise on the Real Journeys Milford Mariner.  Your Coach Captain will 

be on board with your group. 
 
 Cabin Allocation: Please note: If your group does not occupy ALL beds in a cabin, Real Journeys 

reserves the right to room another passenger with your group.  However, you can pay for the empty 
bed/s at the time of booking. 

  
1600 Milford Sound Overnight Cruise: 
 Board your Milford Sound Cruiser and travel out into the Milford Sound.  There before you is Mitre 

Peak, standing Majestic, one mile high almost vertical.  
Cruise by the various coves in search of Wildlife, 
particularly seals sunning themselves.  Look for cheeky 
Dolphins performing as they guide your cruise vessel 
through the pristine environment and the stillness of this 
wilderness World Heritage region.  Cruise out to the 
Tasman Sea to a rocky seal colony before returning 
(under sail conditions permitting) while you do some 
waterfall spotting.  

 
 If the day is wet the display of falling, tumbling waterfalls 

abound.  The Sterling Falls and the Bowen falls when 
full are magnificent.  Today will really demonstrate the importance of man and the environment 
working together to preserve what can never be replaced.  


